USA Swimming Recognizes Top-16 Placement 
of X-Cel Swimmers in the 2006-2007 Season
Princeton, NJ, December 20, 2007 - X-Cel Swimming is happy to report that in USA Swimming’s recently finalized standings for the 2006-2007 swimming season, Patrick Park and Connie Zhang placed in the Top-16 in their respective events in their age groups.  Patrick placed 8th in the USA in the 9-10 Men’s 200 IM (2:22.50 SCY) and 13th in the USA in the 11-12 Men’s 200 Breaststroke (2:47.57 LCM).  Connie Zhang placed 14th in the USA in the 11-12 Women’s 50 Breaststroke with a time of (36.03 LCM).  Patrick and Connie love swimming and especially enjoy the camaraderie at X-Cel.  Both swimmers are coached by X-Cel’s head coach, Lucy Li.  “I am always happy to see a swimmer’s hard work rewarded.”  The parents agree and added “these times would not be possible without the excellent coaching and technique training available from X-Cel”.
The USA Swimming season runs from September 1st through August 31st of the following year.  USA Swimming’s age group recognition program for the 2006-07 season (and prior seasons) consisted of recognizing those swimmers who place in the Top-16 in their age group (9-10, 11-12, 13-14, etc.) and who attain a “National Reportable Time” (statistically based on the Top-16 results from prior years).  Beginning with the 2007-08 season,  USA Swimming is changing its age group recognition program from a “Top 16” in an age group to a “Top 10” for each specific age (9, 10, 11, etc.).  “Even though this new recognition program will theoretically reward more swimmers, the time targets are much tougher to meet”, says Coach Lucy.  Asked if she is worried if her swimmers will not be able to make the new Top-10 cuts, Coach Lucy responds “we have a promising team this year and I’m very excited to see how far they will go.”
